READY TO USE MUSIC

Good tonight
Daniel Pemberton (from The Bad Guys soundtrack)
Suitable for ten to 13s
_______

Introduction
This song is taken from the recent DreamWorks’ release, The Bad Guys. There are lots of issues raised in the song, from judging others, what it is to be good or bad and how God looks at us. This session gives the opportunity to discuss some of these different issues.
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The session
As you begin, challenge the young people to talk about their own experiences of being judged, or perhaps talking more generically about what it means for us to judge others. Explain how it is very easy to get a reputation and how we sometimes think someone is ‘good’ or ‘bad’ without ever trying to get to know them. You could ask the young people if any of them have seen the film, and what they think of it; explain that this session is only looking at one song and the themes within it, not the whole plot.
Play the track, providing copies of the lyrics for the young people to follow. When you have listened to the song, ask the young people to share any lines that stood out to them. Invite them, in pairs, to work through the lyrics, highlighting any lines which might challenge the listener in their thinking about the character.
Distribute Bibles and invite the young people to look up the following verses, perhaps one verse per pair:
1 Samuel 16:7
Matthew 7:1-5
Romans 3:23
2 Corinthians 5:17
When they are ready, invite each pair to share their verse and discuss what this might say to our understanding of the issues raised in the song. Explain how all of us were created in the image of God, but we all sin. We might try to be ‘good’, but we will get things wrong and, no matter how wrong we get things, God will always forgive us. The Bible makes it clear that it isn’t our place to judge others, only God can do that, and he looks deep inside and sees who we really are. Give the young people the opportunity to discuss this and any issues raised further, before you draw the session to a close, praying for the young people.
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