GROWING TOGETHER

For older children

For the rest of this month’s Growing Together
go to youthandchildrens.work/together

SESSION 0

Jesus tells stories

MEETING AIM

To allow the children to explore
the depths of Father God'’s
forgiveness.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Luke 15:11-32

BACKGROUND

Father God's forgiveness, grace
and favour often feels unfair,
especially when it's directed at
someone we know isn't worthy of
receiving it! This session aims to
give children the chance to explore
their responses towards God and,
in the light of his mercy, towards
others too.

B CIRCLE TIME

As the children arrive, sit
everyone down in a circle. Share
any refreshments that you have

brought. Ask the children if they have done
anything this week that they’d like tell the
group. Share something that you have done
this week too. Ask the children to rate their
week. Would they give it ten out of ten? Or
less? Why?

B WELCOME HOME PARTY!

You will need: at least one
balloon per child; a banner with
‘Welcome Home' across the

room; party music; small prizes
Throwapartywith dancing (have prizes for
the best moves) and a party game. Explain
that today we are going to be looking at
a welcome home party in a story told by
Jesus. What’s it like to have a party? What
do the children enjoy about them?

& BIBLE STORY

p You will need: numbered
@ envelopes; paper; pens

Before the session, write out
the scenes below onto pieces of paper and
put each scene into the correct number
envelope. Hide these envelopes around your
space. If you can, use the whole building or
an outside space. If space is limited, hide the
envelopes around the room.

Divide the children into small teams
and give them paper and pens. They must
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find the envelopes and draw a picture for
each scene, leaving the envelopes in place
for the next team. It doesn’t matter which
order they find them in. When they have
finished, they can put it all together and
retell the story. Each team that puts it all in
the correct order and retells the story wins
aprize.

Scene 1: Jesus told this story to his
followers.

Scene 2: There was a father with two
sons. The younger son wanted his share
of the wealth before it was the right time
and his father gave it to him. The younger
son collected all his belongings and went
on a journey. He was so chuffed! He had a
whole life to live!

Scene 3: The younger son travelled far
away to another country and made some
bad choices - partying, drinking and getting
into all sorts of trouble. He wasted all the
money his father had given him.

Scene 4: It wasn't long before there was
a drought and people didn’t have enough
food to eat. The younger son had no money
left and was very hungry. He found a job on
a pig farm. He was so hungry that he ate
the pigs’ food!

Scene 5: The younger son realised
he'd been very stupid. He thought about
home and all his father’s servants. Even
the servants were living a better life than
him; they didn't have to eat pig food! He
decided to return home and ask if he could
be a servant. He knew he didn’t deserve
to be a son any more. He packed up his
belongings and made the journey home.

Scene 6: Father had never stopped
looking out for his son. He missed him so
much. He saw him coming from a mile away
and began to run. His son was home! Joy
filled his heart! He reached him, hugging
and kissing him. The son tried to explain
that he couldn’t be his son any more. He
knew he'd made some bad choices.

Scene 7: Father wouldn't hear a word
of it! He called his servants to bring out the
best clothes and make the best food for
a feast. His much-loved son had returned
and it was time to celebrate! He thought he
was dead, but he is alive!

Scene 8: The older son heard all this
commotion from his work in the field. He
wondered what was going on. When he
heard that his brother had returned and his
father had thrown a welcome home party,
he was outraged! He refused to join in.
It wasn't fair! He'd been working hard all
this time and his father had never thrown a
party for him!

Scene 9: Father was so happy his son
had come home. His older son was always
working with him, but the younger one had
been lost and now he was found. He was
back in the family again and they couldn’t
help but celebrate.

E CHATTING TOGETHER

Ask the group these questions,
making sure everyone has the

chance to contribute:

*  Why do you think Jesus told this story?

* Do you think any of these characters are
like you?

*  Why do you think the older brother was
so upset?

* | wonder how the younger brother felt
when he returned to such an amazing
welcome?

*  What does this story tell us about God?

El CREATIVE RESPONSE

My You will need: balloons from
‘Welcome home party’; marker
pens

Bat the balloons around the room for one
minute and then ask everyone to hold onto
one. Draw a face (emoji) on the balloon
which best describes their own response to
this story. Invite the children to share with
the group why they have drawn this.

E PRAYER

You will need: teaspoon per
G child

As you draw together to pray, give
each child a teaspoon and invite them to
pray aloud or silently, in response to the
story, in the following ways. T: Thank-you
prayers (what can we thank God for, from
this story), S: Sorry prayers (when do we
not resist temptation, as Jesus did), P:
Please prayers (asking God to help us stand
firm, when we face temptation in the week
ahead). Draw the time of prayer to a close,
praying for your group and offering to talk
to and pray with anyone individually, for
any particularly testing situations they
may be currently facing.
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is a freelance writer and experienced
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